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CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

The next ENVI meeting will take place 
on the 28th of September, in Brussels. 

We will discuss and vote on objections 
to Commission's proposals on GMOs, 
acrylamide in food and criteria for the 
determination of endocrine disrupting 
properties in pesticides.  

Acrylamide is a compound that forms 
mainly in certain baked or fried foods. 
Scientific opinions found that 

acrylamide in food could increase the risk of developing cancer for 
consumers. The draft act which we will discuss sets out activities to 
reduce the levels of acrylamide in certain foodstuffs. Substances 
having endocrine disrupting properties alter functions of the body’s 
endocrine system and may have harmful effects on humans and 
wildlife. The use of substances having endocrine disrupting properties 
in pesticides is prohibited under EU law. The objectors consider that 
the draft act proposed by the Commission should be modified by 
ensuring full compliance with the scientific criteria to determine 
endocrine-disrupting properties.  

In the context of a widespread use of chemical pesticides which 
threaten the survival of bees, we will discuss a draft opinion on the 
prospects and challenges for the EU apiculture sector; the rapporteur 
highlights the importance of the beekeeping sector, while calling for 
further surveillance and research to be carried out in the field. 

Follow our discussions live and get involved in the debate at 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html 
 
Adina-Ioana Vălean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 
Votes: 

 Adapting a number of legal acts providing for the use of the 
regulatory procedure with scrutiny to Articles 290 and 291 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the EU  

 Implementation of EU macro-regional strategies 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 106: GM soybean FG72 x A5547-127 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 106: GM soybean DAS-44406-6 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Acrylamide 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Endocrine disrupting properties  

 International Oceans Governance 
 
Considerations: 

 Internal market for electricity (recast) 

 Prospects and challenges for the EU apiculture sector 
 
  

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
11-12 October 2017 (Brussels); For future meetings see 2017 meeting 
dates. 
 
Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can 
also download the extracts of speeches. 

 
More information 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

 

Subscription 
To receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with the subject 
"newsletter" to envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu. To sign up for 
ENVI committee press releases or for media enquiries, please write to 
envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and 
workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to Poldep-Economy-
Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings 
summarising information related to topical subjects. Find the latest 
updates via the links briefings and blog.  The European Parliamentary 
Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the area of 
environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/ADINA-IOANA_VALEAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/106847/ENVI%202017.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/106847/ENVI%202017.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegistreWeb/search/typedoc.htm?language=EN&&code_type_docu=BBRI&sortBy=datedocu&orderBy=1&currentPage=1
http://libraryeuroparl.wordpress.com/category/what-we-do/environment/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/researchbypolicyarea.html
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VOTES 

Implementation of EU macro-regional strategies 

Vote on draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

The Regional Development Committee is preparing an own-
initiative report, following the publication in December 2016 of the 
Commission’s report on the implementation of the EU macro-
regional strategies. 

In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur in ENVI Committee makes 
suggestions to improve the implementation of the macro-regional 
strategies with respect to environment protection. In particular, 
she calls for the mainstreaming of the concept of environmental 
integration in the design and implementation of various cross-
sectoral policies for the current and future macro-regions, while 
stressing the need to mobilise funds for environmental goals of the 
macro-regions. 

Specific recommendations regarding pollution, prevention of 
floods, climate change mitigation, air quality, etc. are made for the 
implementation of the EU strategies for the Baltic Sea Region 
(EUSBSR), the Danube Region (EUSDR), the Adriatic and Ionian 
Region (EUSAIR) and for the Alpine Region (EUSALP). 

73 amendments have been submitted to the draft opinion. 7 
compromise amendments have been negotiated. 

Rapporteur: Borzan (S&D) 
Shadows: Dorfmann (EPP), Barekov (ECR), Müller (ALDE), Torres Martínez (GUE), 

Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Jalkh (ENF) 

Objections pursuant to Rule 106: GM soybean FG72 x 
A5547-127 and GM soybean DAS-44406-6 
Consideration and vote on draft motions for resolutions (see meeting 
documents) 

The draft Commission acts 
authorise certain foods and food 
ingredients containing soybean 
DAS-44406-6 and soybean FG72 × 
A5547-127. The objectors oppose 
the draft measures on the grounds 
that they exceed the 

implementing powers provided for in the basic act. They state that 
Soybean DAS-44406-6 confers tolerance to glyphosate-based 
herbicides, (2,4-D) and glufosinate ammonium-based herbicides, 
while Soybean FG72 x A5547-127 is a GMO tolerant to glyphosate-
based herbicides, isoxaflutole and glufosinate ammonium-based 
herbicides.  

In addition, the objectors recall that residues from spraying with 
the complementary herbicides were not assessed, and that 
according to independent studies, the risk assessment by the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) for both soybeans is not 
acceptable in its present form and does not identify knowledge 

gaps and uncertainties and fails to assess toxicity, impact on 
immune system and the reproductive system. 
 
Co-rapporteurs: Staes (Greens/EFA), Balas (S&D), Boylan (GUE), Evi 

(EFDD),Pietikainen (EPP), Mazuronis (ALDE) 

Shadows: Huitema (ALDE) 

Objection pursuant to Rule 106: Acrylamide 
Consideration and vote on draft motion for a resolution (see meeting 
documents) 

Acrylamide is a contaminant (as defined in Council Regulation 
(EEC) No 315/93) and as such, it is a chemical hazard in the food 
chain. The Opinion of the Scientific Panel on Contaminants in the 
Food Chain (CONTAM) of EFSA on acrylamide in food, confirmed 
previous evaluations that acrylamide in food potentially increases 
the risk of developing cancer for consumers in all age groups. The 
present act provides that it is necessary to ensure food safety and 
to reduce the presence of acrylamide in foodstuffs where raw 
materials contain its precursors, by laying down appropriate 
mitigation measures. 

The objector, Ms Elisabeth Köstinger (EPP), opposes the draft 
measure on the grounds that, in this specific matter, the European 
Commission does not respect the principles of subsidiarity or 
proportionality and exceeds the implementing power. She states 
that establishing a programme for the sampling and analysis of the 
levels of acrylamide in the foodstuffs for food business operators 
represents for many an excessive bureaucracy and does not 
respect the principle of proportionality. 

Rapporteur: Köstinger (EPP) 

Shadows: Müller (ALDE) 

Objection pursuant to Rule 106: endocrine disrupting 
properties 
Consideration and vote on draft motion for a resolution (see meeting 
documents) 

Substances having endocrine 
disrupting properties are substances 
that alter functions of the body’s 
endocrine (hormone) system and 
hence may have harmful effects on 
humans and wildlife. The implementing 
act in question sets out the criteria for 
the determination of endocrine 
disrupting properties based on the 
current state of scientific and technical knowledge. The use of 
substances having endocrine disrupting properties in plant 
protection products is prohibited under EU law. According to the 
act, the aim of these criteria will be to allow the more accurate 
identification of active substances having endocrine disrupting 
properties. 

The two Members objecting oppose the draft measure on the 
grounds that the Commission has exceeded its implementing 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112748/BILJANA_BORZAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96787/HERBERT_DORFMANN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124871/NIKOLAY_BAREKOV_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124862/ULRIKE_MULLER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/131749/ESTEFANIA_TORRES+MARTINEZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124756/DAVOR_SKRLEC_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124770/JEAN-FRANCOIS_JALKH_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/Bart_STAES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124744/GUILLAUME_BALAS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124984/Lynn%20BOYLAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599/SIRPA_PIETIKAINEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europahttp/www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124768/VALENTINAS_MAZURONIS_home.html.eu/meps/en/124768/VALENTINAS_MAZURONIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96882/ELISABETH_KOSTINGER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124862/ULRIKE_MULLER_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
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powers by modifying an essential regulatory element of the PPP-
regulation, adding a clause in the implementing act with the 
purpose of creating a derogation from the so-called cut-off 
criterion (whereby an active substance shall only be approved if it 
is not considered to have endocrine disrupting properties on non-
target organisms). The objectors also raise a certain number of 
other issues with regard to the implementing act, such as the 
failure to include a category of suspected endocrine disruptors and 
the possibility of read-across. 

Co-rapporteurs: Guteland (S&D), Eickhout (Greens/EFA) 

Shadows: Girling (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Internal market for electricity (recast) 
Consideration of draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

The recast of the Regulation on Internal 
market for electricity is part of the 
Commission’s package “Clean Energy for all”. 
The proposal is aimed at establishing an 
integrated energy market that provides 
several benefits including the integration and 
development of large volumes of electricity 
produced from renewable sources in a cost 

efficient manner and further energy saving thanks to a more 
transparent pricing.  

In his draft opinion, composed of 56 amendments, the Rapporteur 
introduces a series of amendments aimed to find the right balance 
between market-based approaches and effective regulation. To 
successfully integrate the different national energy markets, the 
Rapporteur considers that efficient coordination of the European 
power system is needed. Regional coordination between 

Transmission System Operators (TSOs) is a key building block in the 
achievement of the Energy Union, but the legislative framework 
should promote elaborating the European dimension of 
transmission operation bottom-up. 
 
Rapporteur: Belet (EPP) 
Shadows: Poc (S&D), Wiś niewska (ECR), Punset (ALDE), Kyllönen (GUE/NGL), Škrlec 

(Greens/EFA) Pedicini (EFDD) 
 

Prospects and challenges for the EU apiculture sector 
Consideration of draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

The Committee on Agriculture 
and Rural Development (AGRI) is 
preparing an own-initiative 
report on the prospects and 
challenges for the EU apiculture 
sector. 

In her draft opinion, the ENVI 
rapporteur, highlights the importance of bees and the beekeeping 
sector. She considers that bees in Europe face several threats 
including the widespread use of chemical pesticides. She therefore 
calls for further surveillance and research to be carried out in order 
to identify the possible causes of the reduction in life expectancy 
of queen bees. She also calls for more support to be provided for 
the development of biological pesticides and for the fight against 
fraudulent apiculture products placed on the EU market. The 
rapporteur also considers that the Common Agricultural Policy 
should not encourage intensive farming practices, so as to provide 
a better living environment for bees. 
 
Rapporteur: D'Ornano (ENF) 
Shadows: McGuinness (EPP), Dalli (S&D), Piecha (ECR), Bearder (ALDE), Konečná 

(GUE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD) 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201709/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0928_1/sitt-6739397
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124750/MIREILLE_D%27ORNANO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28115/MAIREAD_MCGUINNESS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124970/MIRIAM_DALLI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124874/BOLESLAW+G._PIECHA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent Publications  
 Briefing on climate and energy policies in Poland for ENVI 

delegation to Warsaw  

 Briefing on the 1st Conference of the Parties to the Minamata 
Convention on mercury 

 Briefing on biofuels for ENVI delegation to Porto Marghera refinery 

 Study on Green Public Procurement and the EU Action Plan for the 
Circular Economy 

 
Upcoming Publications 
 Study on Implementing the Paris Agreement – New Challenges in 

view of the COP23 Climate Change Conference  

Upcoming Events  
 Workshop on the first results of the LIFE programme 2014-2020 

(10.10.17, 10-12.30 am) 

 Workshop on Complementary and alternative therapies for 
patients today and tomorrow (16.10.2017, 4-6 pm) 

 
To request a hard copy of any publication please contact:  
Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Ozone-depleting substances 2016. Imports, exports and 
the overall consumption of chemicals harming the ozone 
layer decreased in the European Union in 2016, according 
to latest annual report on ozone-depleting substances. It 
shows a continuous trend in the phasing out of such 
chemicals over the last decade. More 

 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA published a report on the socio-economic 
impacts of REACH authorisations — a meta-analysis 
of the first 100 applications for authorisation. It finds 
that authorisations have reduced risks from harmful 

chemicals to workers and the population at large. They have often led 
to early substitution to safer alternatives. If substitution was not 
possible authorisations permit them to continue using substances of 
very high concern and to avoid substantial costs to society. More 
The September issue of the ECHA Newsletter highlights developments 
related to biocides and updates on the reform of the US chemicals 
legislation. More 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

EFSA has published an interactive guide on the 
levels of antimicrobial resistance. This tool 
permits to view, at one glance, the level of 
resistance to specific antimicrobials, country by 

country. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC)  

In order to ensure patient safety, the prevention and 
control of healthcare-associated infections requires 
coordinated efforts at all levels of healthcare 
organisations. In this context, ECDC, on 6 September 
2017, published a technical report assessing infection 

control, hospital hygiene capacity and training needs in the European 
Union, based on surveys from 2006 to 2014. More 
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

Raising awareness of the perils of 
antimicrobial resistance. On 19 September 
EMA hosted a joint meeting (broadcasted live) 
with the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control (ECDC) to discuss antimicrobial resistance. 
Antimicrobial resistance is an increasingly serious threat to global 
public health that requires action across all government sectors and 
society. A growing number of infections have become more and more 
difficult to treat because bacteria are becoming increasingly resistant 
to antibiotic medicines. The informative session intended to raise 
awareness on the issue and to highlight international initiatives to 
address the challenge. It brought together representatives of WHO, 
the European Commission, Member States; patients’ and consumers’ 
organisations, healthcare professionals’ organisations and academia. 
More 
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Legal disclaimer  
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and subject 
to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the ENVI 
Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not necessarily endorse the 
views expressed on these websites. 
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